
  St Giles’ Church, Bubbenhall: 
Newsletter May 2012

Rector: The Reverend David Wintle Tel No: 02476 301283
Lay Reader: Mrs Rosemary King Tel No: 01788 573067 
Churchwarden: Mrs Jackie Lloyd Tel No: 02476 302836 

SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE: May 2012
DATE Bubbenhall Baginton Ryton

May 6

Fifth Sunday of 
Easter

11.00 a.m:

 Family 
Communion with 

Young St Giles

10.00 a.m: 

Village Service

9.30 a.m:

Parish 
Communion

6.30 p.m: 
Evensong

May 13

Sixth Sunday of 
Easter:

Rogation Sunday

6.30 p.m: 
Evensong

10.00 a.m: 

Holy Communion

8.00 a.m:

Holy Communion

9.30 a.m: 

Village Worship.

Thursday, May 17

ASCENSION  DAY

7.30 p.m:

Holy Communion.

May 20:

Seventh Sunday of 
Easter:

Sunday after the 
Ascension 

11.00 a.m: 

Mattins.

8.15 p.m: Holy 
Communion by 

Candlelight.

10.00 a.m: 

Holy Communion.

9.30 a.m:

 Parish 
Communion.

6.30p.m: 
Evensong.

May 27:

Pentecost

(Whit Sunday)

8.00 a.m:

Holy Communion.

10.00 a.m: 

Holy Communion.

9.30 a.m: 

Parish 
Communion

6.30 p.m: 

Evensong

June 3:

Trinity Sunday

11.00 a.m:

Family 
Communion with 
Young St Giles.

10.00 a.m: 

Village Service

9.30 a.m:

 Parish 
Communion.

6.30p.m: 
Evensong.
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Thursday, June 7:

Corpus Christi

7.30 p.m: 

Holy Communion 
with Guest Choir 

Musica Sacra

Every Wednesday 9.20 a.m: 

Holy Communion.

May 27: Pentecost (Whit Sunday)

Pentecost, Christmas and Easter are the three major 
festivals of the Church’s Year. 
Pentecost, the coming of the Holy Spirit, is often called the 
birthday of the Church, and we shall be celebrating it at 
RYTON with a service of Parish Communion at 9.30 a.m. 
and Evensong at 6.30 p.m., and at BAGINTON with Parish 
Communion at 10.00 a.m.
These services are in addition to the celebration of 
Holy Communion at Bubbenhall at 8.00 a.m.

Tom Wintle

We are delighted to hear that Tom Wintle has been recommended to go 
forward for training for the ordained ministry in the Church of England. Tom 
has been offered a place at St Stephen’s House (Theological College), Oxford, 
and all being well he will begin his studies there in the autumn. Tom is 
extremely grateful for your prayers and support.

Easter Flowers
Once again we had a wonderful display of flowers for Easter. They made a tremendous 
impact after the austerity of Lent, and have enhanced our Easter worship. Thank you so 
much to all our flower arrangers, both for the Easter flowers and for all the other flowers 
in church throughout the year.
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Thursday, June 7  at 6.30 p.m. in St Leonard’s Church, Ryton: 
Holy Communion for Corpus Christi with GUEST CHOIR

We again  welcome guest choir Musica Sacra to lead the singing at our Corpus Christi 
service at 7.30 p.m. on Thursday, June 7. Musica Sacra have already sung several times 
at St. Leonard’s, and their musical contributions to our worship have been much 
appreciated.
Another wine/ Buck’s Fizz/ cheese scones party after the service! Everybody welcome- do 
come along  and celebrate Our Lord’s institution of Holy Communion. 
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Good Friday Workshop at Ryton

On Good Friday we had a creative workshop attended by many adults and children.  The 
activities included word games, card-making, jigsaws, baskets,  mobiles, flower arranging and 
cooking hot cross buns – delicious!  This year the children helped us to build the Easter 
Garden by the West Door.  It is more visible and has been admired by many.
During the service which followed, Father David revealed an egg-box full of surprises and 
delights.

Part of the Easter garden outside the old West door.

Busy hands at the Good Friday Workshop.

We made Hot Cross Buns!
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From the Church Register: 

On April 30, the Funeral of Michaela Hayden

May she rest in peace.

Thank you!

Very many thanks to the volunteers who so kindly distributed the leaflets about Easter 
services to every house in the village. Your help is much appreciated.

Lent     jars     in     aid     of     Practical Action.  

Some  extremely generous donations have already been received: if you have not yet 
returned your donations for this year’s Lent Jars appeal in aid of locally-based charity 
Practical Action, can you please do so as soon as possible? Thank you very much for your 
generosity. 

Ryton Local History Group

7.30-9.30pm £2.50 per meeting
May 25th. Diamond Jubilee Celebrations.  Put your dancing shoes on.   Bring a plate 
of food and your own drink and let’s have a knees up, It's party time. 7.30-10,00,  £2.50. 
Everyone is welcome
May 26th May Queens Celebrations at School Fete   Come and help us identify  the 
children on fresh photos ,
We are now on the council website for you to get more information. 
www.rytonondunsmore.org Steve Garrett76639228 Ann 76302695

 
Our meetings are held in The Village Hall from 7-30pm to 9.30pm on the fourth Friday 
of every month Please come and join us
For more information contact Steve Garrett 76639228.
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Tuesday, April 10  th   : send-off service for Tom and Ali  

Tom Wintle and fellow-candidate Ali Hodkinson expressed the wish to receive Holy 
Communion before going to their selection conference for training for the ordained 
ministry. Accordingly, a service of Holy Communion was celebrated on Tuesday, April 10th, 
at St Leonard’s Church, and more than 20 people from Ryton and Baginton attended to 
pray for them and wish them well. 

Ali and Tom with Father David enjoy 
coffee after their send-off service.

Mary adds her good wishes 
to those of us all.

March 28-31: The Coventry Pilgrimage visits Bubbenhall and Ryton.

The Coventry Pilgrimage was blessed with lovely Spring weather as pilgrims carried the 
Cross of nails from parish to parish along the Coventry Way. On Wednesday, March 28th, 
they passed through Bubbenhall and made their way to Ryton, where the day’s walking 
ended with soup, scones and other refreshments for between 60 and 70 tired and hungry 
pilgrims, followed by a service at St. Leonard’s Church. The Bishop of Warwick was among 
the pilgrims, and several families from Bubbenhall and Ryton took part: Jade Greenway 
carried the Cross along field paths all the way from Bubbenhall to Ryton. Members of the St 
Leonard’s congregation provided a warm welcome and lived up to the church’s well-
deserved reputation for hospitality. Many of our guests remarked with gratitude on the 
warmth of the welcome and the excellence of the food and drink! Several more pilgrims 
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spent the night in the Church Centre on Friday March 30th, and on Saturday, March 31st 

another large contingent arrived and was welcomed with refreshments before continuing 
their journey.

On the Wednesday visit,  Bishop John and some of the  pilgrims visited and prayed at 
Provost Williams’ grave in Ryton Churchyard, as did Bishop Christopher on Saturday 
March 31st.
 
Bishop Christopher specially complimented the Churchwarden on the excellent 
state of maintenance of our churchyard: well done to our hardworking  teams 
at both Bubbenhall and Ryton!

Many congratulations and sincere thanks to all those members of our congregation who 
worked so hard to make our guests feel welcome, and did all the washing-up. 

Tired, 
hungry, 

thirsty, but still enthusiastic, pilgrims arrive at St. 
Leonard’s. 
Bishop John is on the right.

Jade Greenway, who carried the Cross of Nails 
from Bubbenhall, hands it on to Mrs. June 
Backholler.
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Our  Pilgrim guests, among them Bishop John, 
were welcomed in the Church Centre

Jade enjoys some well-earned 
refreshment, after carrying the Cross all 
the way from Bubbenhall

They kept coming! The home team was kept 
busy putting out more chairs, and serving 
refreshments.
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Thought for the month: from our Rector, the Revd. David Wintle

This year on 27 May the Church celebrates Pentecost. Pentecost is a bit of an “in word” I 
suppose; some people will know it better as Whitsunday. Pentecost – or Whitsun - used to 
be the day before the Whitsun Bank Holiday, but Pentecost moves around the calendar a 
bit, so some years ago the Spring Bank Holiday replaced it, and Spring Bank Holiday was 
placed firmly on the last Monday in May. Pentecost can be earlier or later than that, but 
many people still refer to the bank holiday as “Whitsun”, so my usual reply to “Did you 
have a good Whitsun?” is either “But that was ages ago” or “Not yet”. This year, though, 
Pentecost falls exactly on the last weekend in May, so everything ought to tie up – but no; 
because of the Jubilee, Spring Bank Holiday this year has been moved to Monday 4 June.

Confusing, isn’t it? But not as bewildering as what Pentecost is all about. According to the 
Acts of the Apostles, the disciples were cowering in a room in Jerusalem. Jesus had been 
with them on and off for 40 days after he rose from the dead at Easter, and they had got 
used to having him around. 10 days or so before, he had ascended to heaven, and they 
were feeling lost and scared. Then the Holy Spirit came down on them “like tongues of 
fire”, and suddenly they weren’t frightened any more. They were able to go out and boldly 
tell the world about Jesus; they were prepared to travel to the ends of the earth and 
endure torture and persecution and even death.

That’s the story that most Christians remember, the story that St Luke tells in the Acts of 
the Apostles, but the Gospel of John has a different story. According to John, Jesus 
appeared to the disciples on the evening of the first Easter Day and immediately breathed 
the Holy Spirit into them and sent them out to preach and to heal. No 40 or 50 days 
getting used to the idea that Jesus really had risen from the dead, just “Hello it’s really me” 
and – “Off you go”. The disciples must have felt completely gobsmacked and totally 
unprepared; imagine if you can (you can’t) the state of shock they were in. 

But that’s the way things usually are for most people. Do we ever feel totally prepared for 
what life throws at us? Most of the time we are not even sure how we get from one crisis 
to the next. The important thing about both versions of the story is that, if we ask, and 
sometimes even if we don’t ask, God sends his Holy Spirit into the middle of our confusion 
and our fear and somehow carries us through.     
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STOP PRESS: May 27  th   : Spirit of the Countryside:   

Service with the Archbishop of Canterbury 

at Stoneleigh Park!

 This 'celebration of rural life' will comprise an act of worship (from 12 to 1 
pm), at which the Archbishop of Canterbury will preach, followed by a picnic 

lunch with the Archbishop.

 During the picnic, music and entertainment will be provided by:

 Warwickshire Young Voices
 Hereburgh Morris Dancers
 Harbury School Steel Pans
 Harbury Ukulele Group
 Vintage Tractors

Churches from all parts of the Diocese (including urban and suburban parishes) 
are warmly invited. Those in rural parishes are encouraged to welcome 
especially people involved in farming or horticulture.

Free admission and free car parking.
Please bring your own rug or picnic chair. 

A hog roast and other refreshments are available,
or you can bring your own picnic. 

 Further details can be obtained from Barbara Clutton, Rural Life Officer, 
(barbaraclutton@gilberthouse.co.uk or telephone 01788 810372) or one of the 
two Area Deans on the planning group: Terry Mason 
(terrymason@churchesofarden.org.uk or telephone 01564 793844) or Craig 
Groocock (kankudai43@aol.co.uk or telephone 01926 612377).
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Coventry Diocesan Guild of Church Bellringers - Rugby Deanery

On Thursday 19 April a group of ringers from various towers in the district returned to St 
Giles in order to attempt a quarter peal.  This time they rang a quarter peal of Cambridge 
major which was successful.

Sunday service ringing continues - all welcome. Bubbenhall Bellringers’ Practice night is 
Thursday 7.30 – 9.00. New ringers/visitors always welcome. 
For further information on Rugby Deanery/Guild events, bells and/or learning to ring please 
contact Susan Sheen, tel. 02476 306339

And finally ….  An atheist went fishing on a Scottish loch. Suddenly, the Loch Ness 
monster appeared, tossed the atheist and his boat high into the air and opened its jaws 
wide to swallow up man and boat.  

Seeing that death was imminent, the man cried out “Oh my God, help me!”

Immediately he and the boat were suspended in mid-air, and a booming voice came from 
the sky: “I thought you didn’t believe in Me?”

“Come on, God, give us a break” said the man, “Two minutes ago I didn’t believe in the 
Loch Ness Monster either!”

Contributions for the June Newsletter by May 20th please.

Please encourage others to ask to receive the Newsletter by 
email: the email version contains more news than there is 
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room for in the paper version, and sometimes cartoons, 
pictures and jokes. 
Just contact Rosemary on rbking007@ btinternet .com
and ask to be added to the list. No charge!
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